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ROLE OF THE STUDENT
PRACTICE
Practise regularly, particularly the homework set for each week. We advise the
following benchmarks:
Primary school = 5 times per week for 15mins.
Secondary school = 5 times per week for 20-30mins.
Students sitting an exam = 5 times per week for 30mins.
HSC or Grade 7 and above = 5 times per week for 45-60mins.
INSTRUMENT
Look after his/her instrument. Notify a parent, tutor or school if your instrument is
damaged or requires repair.
LOG PRACTICE
Maintain a log of practice – usually in their homework book.
BAND AND/OR ENSEMBLE
Participate in an instrumental ensemble. It is super rare for children to succeed in
music if all they have are weekly lessons. Having another musical activity broadens
understanding and integrates what tutors are teaching.
COMMUNICATE
Students are required to communicate with their tutor in relation to what they have
been working on at home, what their challenges are, what their band conductors
expectations are as well as any performances coming up.
TRY
To work to his/her best capacity during lessons.
TALKING, TAPPING & PLAYING
Not to talk, tap or play when a tutor or band conductor is speaking.
TURN UP ON TIME
Turn up on time to your lesson and rehearsals. Tutors are not expected to teach for
longer for latecomers, nor do conductors wait for students to start rehearsal.
REMINDERS
Set yourself reminders to practice.
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ATTUTUDE
Be an enthusiastic and participative member of your band as well as positive in
your lessons.
UNDERSTAND
We live in an instant gratification world and our young children are the most
susceptible to the workings of media, advertising and the influx of tech. Students
need to understand that with music, you don’t just “get good” over night. To see
results, consistent and diligent practice is required.
CONCENTRATE
Sounds silly, but this is very important to do. So many students drift and start looking
out the window instead of their music etc.
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ROLE OF THE TUTOR
INSPIRE
Music lessons should be fun and inspiring.
TEACHING PROGRAM
Design and deliver a teaching program that is suitable for the student’s rate of
learning.
TIMETABLE
Organise and issue a teaching timetable.
REPORTING
Assessing pupils’ abilities, providing feedback and writing reports.
COMMUNICATE
Communicate with both the student and parent(s).
PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES
Your tutor should be providing your child with a performance opportunity at least
one per year. This might be an annual concert or recital for pupils' families and
friends. Tutors should also be performing themselves.
RESOURCES
A tutor should be consistently acquiring new and appropriate teaching materials and
resources.
CONTENT
A tutor should teach both music theory, aural skills as well as practical techniques
and playing by ear to pupils.
EXAM APPLICATIONS
Entering and preparing pupils for examinations.
STAYING IN THE LOOP
Creating and maintaining a network of contacts to ensure work continuity. Whilst old
Mavis down the road might be cheaper for cash in hand, but she may be a little out
of the loop of what is current in the face-paced music industry!
ATTENDANCE
Keeping student attendance records.
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EXAM SYLUBII & SCHOOL SYLUBII
Ensuring up-to-date knowledge and awareness of examination and school
requirements.
ADMINISTRATION
Keeping financial, administrative and business records as well as a student file.
LEAD BY EXAMPLE
Tutors need to demonstrate how to play and perform so students learn through
action.
GOALS
Tutors need to help the student create goals. This is particularly important at the
beginning of the year, but also at the beginning of each term.
REPERTOIRE
Tutors should keep a record of their student’s repertoire to log progress and ensure
that repertoire is balanced and progressing.
HOMEWORK BOOKS
Tutors should keep a record of their student’s homework in their child’s homework
book. Tutors should also check to see that the student completes their previous
week’s assessments.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Tutors should regularly engage and pay for professional development. Never trust a
tutor that does not invest in continued up-skilling. It should be at the forefront of
their activities.
GUIDE & NUTURE
The role of a tutor is a very privileged one. How many other relationships does a
student have that is one-to-one? Due to the nature of the student-tutor relationship,
tutors are often privy to student vulnerabilities, challenges, weaknesses and
strengths. It is the role of a tutor to facilitate a student to develop their weaknesses
and celebrate their strengths.
SUBSTITUTE
If a tutor is away, to maintain consistent lessons, a substitute with similar experience
should be organised so there is no disruption to lesson times.
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WE SHOW
PEOPLE HOW

TO

PLAY MUSIC BECAUSE
PEOPLE WHO HAVE MUSIC
IN THEIR WORLD HAVE
BETTER, MORE FULFILLING
AND HAPPY LIVES
BRON HARRISON
BRHYTHMIC FOUNDER
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ROLE OF THE PARENT
LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD
Sounds obvious but many of us don’t do this. Schedule a regular time to listen to
your child perform. And when you listen, actively listen. Just focus on them; turn off
your phone, don't just have them in the background only. Be conscious of the
timing, melody, chord structure, or rhythm. Tap out the rhythm on your leg. Show
interest. Smile. Nod. Clap.
ASK QUESTIONS
When listening to your child ask the following questions:
1. Can my child play in time with the music?
2. Does my child know when to stop and start playing?
3. Can my child play with dynamics? Or, do they play at the same volume?
4. Can my child identify the notes and symbols on the music?
5. Can they explain what they did in band? In their lesson?
HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR CHILD’S TUTOR
Sounds obvious, but many don’t. I would say touch base with your child’s tutor each
term to maintain a good relationship. Even if just a text, email, quick phone call – it
makes all the difference!
DOWNLOAD BACKING TRACKS & YOUTUBE SONGS FOR YOUR CHILD
Not all kids are tech-savvy (“You’ve gotta be kidding me?” – I can hear you saying)
though you may need to nominate the tech savvy parent to assist your child in
downloading, purchasing or Youtubing songs that they are learning. It makes it so
much more enjoyable to learn when playing along with a backing track.
ENSURE YOUR CHILD GETS TO LESSONS & REHEASRALS
If your child is in a musical group, be sure to be on all email lists and receive all
notifications.
REWARDS
Use rewards. For example. 20 mins practice = 20 minutes of screen time, or fidget
spinner (or whatever else your child loves). Be fair. Be consistent.
VIDEO YOUR CHILD
One of the best ways for children (and adults) to learn about their performance is to
see themselves perform. If your music studio or tutor has a private video group set
up – share it on these networks.
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SEE LIVE MUSIC
Go to live music events – there are heaps – check out your local council website for
jazz festivals, Christmas Carols. Get amongst it!
FORWARD BAND EMAILS ONTO TUTORS
If your child is part of a band, it is likely the band conductor will send out an email
each week or every few weeks that includes performances, what to practice, goals
etc. Forward this email onto your child’s tutor so they can ensure your child is
keeping up with all band commitments.
LEAD BY EXAMPLE
Where do you think children learn from the most? No, it’s not their tutor, their
teachers, their friends – it’s YOU! Parents have the most profound impact on their
children. Self-discipline, practice, working towards a goal, being vulnerable, showing
up, being on time, having manners, respecting others…. is all set out by leading by
example. Do you learn a musical instrument? Go to training? Have a project you are
working on? Show your child how it’s done.
CREATE SOME FAMILY THEME SONGS
Choose a song that resembles a family activity. You may have a song for road trips, a
song for chores, a song for bedtime, a song for partying. What ever your songs, use
them an indicators to spark.
USE MUSIC AS A TIMER
Have a mess to clean up? Challenge your child to pack the dishwasher before the
song ends. You could even nominate a song as your clean up theme song. Chores can
be fun and exciting when you include music.
INSTRUMENT & CARE
Obtain a suitable instrument for your child to use either by hiring an instrument or
purchasing. In addition, assist your child to look after his/her instrument.
SUPERVISE PRACTICE
Your child’s tutor should provide a Homework Book or other similar tool for
recording lesson notes as well as expectations of home practice. Help your child with
a routine of practicing. Perhaps, sit with them, ask them questions like:
“What does your tutor/band conductor want you to practice this week?”
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“Can you show me your homework book?”
“Here is the email printed out from you band conductor. Can you explain to me
and show me what this is?”
ABSENCE
Notify your child’s tutor as early as possible if your student will be absent for any
particular reason. Some schools have guidelines around make up lessons and notice.
Most reputable music schools offer one make up lesson per term with 24 hours
notice.
SPACE
Whilst it is totally fine to sit in on the first one or two lessons if you wish, having a
parent present during lessons actually decreases progress for the child. Children
behave differently when their parent is present and parent presence only hinders
the learning process long term.
FEES
To pay all band fees and tutor fees when they are due.
ATTEND CONCERTS
I’ll never forget the day my father (also a musician who was working in Adelaide at
the time and missed his flight) missed my Grade 3 concert in the new hall at school.
Yes, I’m in my thirties. Some things, well, stick with you.
PROVIDE SUPPORT
Provide support by assisting the conductor at band rehearsals, if required. Offer a
helping hand to set up or pack up after a concert.
GIVE NOTICE
If your child does not want to continue lessons or band, give appropriate notice
required by your band / music school / tutor. It is common to be charged fees or lose
fees for not giving ample notice.
ARE YOU A QUITTER?
Be careful not to set the example that it’s ok to quit. Has your child tried music for at
least a year? If not, chances they haven’t yet discovered the true reward music
brings that can only happen when the student has put in a decent effort, practice
and time. It’s also good to discuss feelings of quitting with your tutor, so before
breaking of lessons, have a discussion with the tutor about the student’s lack of
engagement. This allows the tutor to try another method or technique.
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ROLE OF THE SCHOOL
School music programs vary from school to school depending on the leadership,
funding, the size of the school and teachers. As a minimum, you can expect:
A BAND / ENSEMBLE PROGRAM
A sound band / ensemble program is often run by a school in conjunction with a
parent committee. P&C is managed by a dedicated group of volunteer parents
including band parents, school representatives and the Band Director who regularly
meet to ensure the band activities at the school run smoothly and consistently.
REGULAR COMMUNICATION
Your school should be communicating when performances are, what opportunities
there are, such as performances and competitions.
PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES
Your school should be providing your child with regular performance opportunities at an absolute minimum: one per term. This might be a band performance at an
assembly, a performance to a year group, a competition or a recital.
ADVICE & INFORMATION
Your school should be able to advise recommendations for music tutors, instrument
hire, rehearsals times when they start, school term dates and performances.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
If a child, or group of children, perform well or receive a placement in a competition,
the school certainly can be expected to show their congratulations.
PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Primary school education generally includes music enrichment in the classroom.
SECONDARY SCHOOLS
Secondary schools should offer music as an integral part of their program and as an
elective from year 9 onwards.
ADMINISTRATION
Administer and keep records of instrumental loans to students.
SPACE
Provide suitable accommodation for instrumental music lessons.

11

SCHOOL’S MUST KNOW GUIDE
TO MUSIC LESSONS

ABOUT BRON HARRISON

With nearly 20 years of teaching experience, Bron has taught thousands of students
including one-on-one lessons, group lessons, percussion ensembles, large ensemble
tutorials, music workshops, music camps and conducting. Bron is a distinguished,
trusted and sought after music educator on the East Coast of Australia.
Having worked with thousands of students, and hundreds of schools across the
public, private, selective and catholic sectors, Bron is responsible for leading and
mentoring a number of drum and percussion tutors at BRHYTHMIC, providing
guidance, professional development opportunities for tutors and leadership to
ensure excellence in music tuition.
Inspired to enrich the lives of others through learning and playing music, Bron
founded BRHYTHMIC where she has developed a number of valuable resources for
students, including courses, access to MP3 recordings, sheet music, online calendars,
reminders for rehearsals and performances as well as a repertoire management
system.
In recent years, three of Bron’s students have topped their HSC in music
(performance), following her lead. In 1999, Bron topped HSC music in 3-unit
performance (the first instance of a percussionist topping HSC music). She was
instructed directly by the Chair of Percussion and the Conservatorium of Music,
Daryl Pratt, in four-mallet marimba and prior to this instructed by Ron Lemke.
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Bron has completed Grade 8 Orchestral Percussion with Trinity College London, with
Distinction.
In 2016, Bron released a 15-track album (www.harrisontheartist.com) whereby she
wrote and co-produced the songs. She played drums and percussion throughout the
entire album, sang and played piano.
Bron has had the privilege of working with some incredible musicians and music
producers both here and in Europe. More recently she was recording with Sony in
Japan, recording in India, New York and Brussels.
In 2017, Bron was awarded a scholarship at the highly progressive and state-of-theart SAE (Sound & Audio Engineering) Creative and Media Institute offered exclusively
at the Byron Bay campus.
In 2018, Bron was awarded a second scholarship: a Masters of Creative Industries,
which has led to recording all over the world.
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